One Gun, Two Crimes
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By Mike Wells

Crouching down on a hot asphalt street, detective Joe Tado peered into a Cape Girardeau storm sewer drain. 

After nearly three hours of searching nearby drains, he finally spotted the object of his quest lying in the muck — a small, black semiautomatic 9-mm handgun. 

He snapped several pictures before reaching down with a latex-gloved hand. 

This was the pistol used to kill Billy Jones Jr., a 31-year-old father of seven. 

This was the weapon that still gives gunshot victim John Murphy nightmares. 

Fifteen months later, the same dirty pistol Tado picked out of a sewer in August 2002 is packed inside an evidence box headed for a locked basement storage room of the Cape Girardeau Police Department. 

Tado will shelve it there Monday — ending its eight-month journey from store shelf to storm sewer. 

Inside eight months, this small gun had at least seven different local owners before being used in two of the city’s most significant crimes last year — a home invasion and a street-side shooting. 

Finding out the gun used on him also killed Jones chills Murphy, he said. 

“I survived the first wave of bullets — Billy didn’t,” he said. “I can only wonder how many other people this gun was used to hurt.” 

On Friday, a jury convicted Jones’ shooter of involuntary manslaughter and armed criminal action. Sentencing is yet to be determined by the judge. The three-day trial closed the door on two brutal shootings connected by the bullets and the barrel. 

This is the story of that Kel-Tec P-11 pistol bearing serial No. 112383, its victims and the men now serving prison time for its use. 

Small and light 

At a loaded weight of 20 ounces, the Kel-Tec P-11 is one of the smallest and lightest 9 mm handguns ever made. It is 5.6 inches long, 4.3 inches tall and an inch thick — concealable in a pocket or waistband. The manufacturer is based in Cocoa, Fla. 

According to a 1999 study by the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the P-11 was the ninth most frequently recovered gun in crimes committed by young offenders. 

Online message boards for P-11 owners praise its design and quality. That may be why its first Cape Girardeau owner decided to buy one on Dec. 27, 2001, at Shooters gun shop. 

Cape Girardeau police detective Jimmy Smith traced the gun’s sales history: 

· The buyer later returned the gun to Shooters, and on June 6, 2002, it was sold again to a second resident. 

· The second owner took the pistol to a gun show at Arena Park on July 21, 2002. 

· On the same day, the P-11 was traded by the owner for a different firearm, the dealer quickly sold it for $125 to a second gun dealer sitting at the next booth and this second dealer then sold the gun to a third dealer at the show from Scott City for an unknown amount. 

· Without a legal permit to do so, the Scott City dealer later sold the P-11 at his home for $200 to a man police refer to as the “Cadillac Man.” 

Police say the Cadillac Man sells illegal guns in the Cape Girardeau area. But because he hasn’t been convicted for it, his name isn’t part of the public record. Detectives have interviewed everyone in the P-11’s ownership history except the Cadillac Man, whose statement wasn’t necessary to make their case in the shootings. 

But they believe he somehow transferred the pistol to Jibril Walton — the 26-year-old man who shot Billy Jones Jr. in a parked car at Independence and East Rodney on Aug. 18, 2002, and dumped the gun in the sewer at the corner of Silver Springs and Whitener. 

Jones died at Southeast Missouri Hospital the next morning, but not before telling an officer who shot him. After police arrested him, Walton told them where he dumped the P-11. 

Home invasion 

But nearly two weeks before Walton killed Jones, the city’s police were investigating a different shooting. 

On Aug. 5, 2002, two heavily armed men broke into a Spanish Street home intending to rob the resident, financial planner and consultant John Murphy. One of the men shot Murphy with the P-11 as he ran out the front door. 

Detectives discovered that two different brands of 9-mm bullets were used at Murphy’s house by the shooter: Sellier & Bellot and Winchester. 

Those same two brands of bullets turned up 13 days later in Billy Jones’ body and vehicle, and detective Tado noted the connection. The six spent slugs and three casings were compared by the Southeast Missouri Regional Crime Lab to those found at Murphy’s home, and the results confirmed Tado’s hunch — it was the same gun. 

But Walton, 26, told investigators he didn’t shoot Murphy. He loaned the gun out, he said, to his good friend “Pee Wee.” 

Cornelius “Pee Wee” Johnson, 21, and accomplice Ivory Alexander, 20, are now serving prison time after each pleaded guilty in 2003 to the break-in. 

Johnson is serving 18 years for second-degree assault, first-degree burglary and armed criminal action. Alexander received 10 years for second-degree robbery. 

Both were passengers in Walton’s car when he shot Jones. 

There are hundreds of guns in the police evidence room destined for eventual destruction after their cases are finished in court. Detective Tado personally renders several useless each month with a saw and makes no secret of his great satisfaction that those guns will never be fired again. 

“I have been to too many autopsies and have seen what handguns can do to a human body,” he said. “In my opinion, every day we can take a gun off the streets is a good day.” 

But Tado won’t get the satisfaction of destroying the P-11 bearing serial No. 112383. 

“That gun will be here long after I’m gone,” he said. “I won’t be the one to get rid of it.” 

Because it was used in a homicide, this gun will never be destroyed, he said. Walton could file for an appeal, or a future technology might find new evidence inside its barrel or on the trigger. 

And so, sitting inside an evidence box in the basement of the Cape Girardeau Police Department, the P-11 will wait for its story to continue. 
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